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Two weeks ago I was pleading with you that the very heart of Christianity is 

loving God. Jesus said that the first and greatest commandment is to love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  
 

Last week Pastor Ken took us to the account of the rich young ruler in 

Matthew 19. Isn’t it interesting that when Jesus listed the commandments, He 

included the 2
nd

 (love your neighbor as yourself) but didn’t mention the first. 

Yet, He put His finger on what this man loved with all his heart—his 

possessions.  The man’s question was, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 

And Jesus put his finger on the very thing that violated the first 

commandment. Jesus told Him to sell all he had because his possessions 

owned the affections of His heart, which God alone is worthy of.  
 

Yet there is a question that lingers in my mind: What will move you to love 

God with all your heart? What will move you from seeking immediate 

gratification to ultimate glory? You must have a vision of God. You need to 

experience the transformation of beholding God often and accurately so that 

your worldview and heart will be shaped by His character.   
 

Isaiah 40 Challenge  
 

Background: Isaiah 40 is a turning point in the book. The first 39 chapters are 

primarily oracles of judgment and woe as God declares the justice He will 

hand out to His people and the nations of the world for their sin.  
 

In the most recent chapters, God warns king Hezekiah of His coming 

discipline in raising up the Babylonians as a major superpower to swallow up 

Judah because of Hezekiah’s sin.  
 

Now in chapter 40, God turns to comfort His people. Even though His 

judgment will be severe, He will not utterly abandon them. Though they will 

seem to have no hope against the empire of Babylon, God reminds them 

that… 

� His  Word will stand 

� His power is infinitely superior 

� His strength will sustain them.  

[Read Isaiah 40] 

 

God’s glory compels us to give Him the affections of our heart in exclusive 

worship.  

 

One way to teach this passage is to show that because God is sovereign, He 

is sufficient to get us through the most difficult seasons of life. While this is 

true, I want to press us to go a step further into the heart of Isaiah 40, because 

what we need most in life is not just a little boost from God when things get 

tough; we need God to occupy the worship-center of our lives. In the most 

threatening moments of life, the most important question is not, “what should 

I do?” or even “will God deliver me from these circumstances” but “who will 

I worship?”  
 

In the middle of life’s circumstances you may ask the question, “where is 

God?” But the question you must answer is, “who is God?”  
 

When you discover who God is—the Sovereign Lord!—then you will know 

where He is: seated on His glorious throne orchestrating the events of life 

and history for His glory and our ultimate good (even when it involves pain 

and discipline now).  
 

So I am saying that when you go through misery in life, the most important 

thing you must wrestle with is not just your immediate circumstances, but 

who God is, the question of worship. When I use the term “worship,” I’m not 

talking about merely going to church or just singing. Worship is giving God 

the trust (faith), allegiance (obedience), and affections (love) of my heart. 

Worship is a life of faith, obedience, and love toward God. Worship is 

simply honoring God for who He is in all of life—with delight!  
 

Jonathan Edwards: “God is glorified not only by His glory’s being seen, but 

by its being rejoiced in.”
1
 That’s worship: seeing and rejoicing in God with 

my mind, heart, life, and lips. This is why we must have a magnificent vision 

of God and why parents must have a vision for giving their children a lofty 

vision of God.  
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 “The End for which God Created the World” (1755); see John Piper, “The 

Dangerous Duty of Delight” pg. 13 



So what is the relationship between worship and difficult circumstances?  

� Worship is what gets you into right contact with the God who is 

sovereign over your circumstances.  

� Worship connects you to the God who is seeking to accomplish good 

purposes through your circumstances.  

� Worship opens the door for God to intervene in your heart and 

life. 2 (Theology essential to all of life) 

The basis of all hope is rooted in the character of God who I worship as 

my Shepherd-King (gracious and glorious; unprecedented in gentleness and 

unparalleled in greatness).  
 

This, I believe, is why God not only told His people through Isaiah that He 

would not abandon them in their discipline, and He was not only sufficient to 

bring them out of Babylon’s bondage, but reveals Himself as superior to their 

idols. God is demonstrating His supremacy over every other thing they 

would be tempted to worship, serve, or be dominated by.  

 

God’s glory compels us to give Him the affections of our heart in exclusive worship.  

 

Disclaimer: “affections of the heart” (Isaiah 1—without the affections of our 

heart, worship is vain; cf. Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 15:8) 

� You cannot worship that which you do not love.  

� You cannot worship God exclusively without loving Him supremely. 

� You cannot love someone/something fully without exclusive 

allegiance (Illus: Can’t truly say that you love your spouse with all of 

your heart…and have a mistress too). 
 

This morning I want to present to you four expressions of God’s glory as 

seen through His goodness and greatness.  
 

1. The goodness of God is seen in the faithfulness of His Word      

(vs. 1-11). 
 

By “faithful” I mean, the invincible, irrevocable, eternally enduring 

power of God’s Word. When God speaks, no one overrules. When 

God speaks, it is done at once and revealed in the time He ordains.  
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 Theology (the study of God) is essential and relevant to all of life.  

This is tremendous comfort to God’s people. Not only has their sin 

been removed (vs. 2); not only have they endured the full measure of 

God’s discipline (vs. 2); but God will come and make a way for them 

to be released from the grip of the Babylonians.  

 

From a human perspective you can imagine how despair must have 

gripped the hearts of Judah when they faced the overwhelming 

power of Babylon. How could they ever possibly be delivered?   

 

God’s answer is to look beyond the giant of Babylon and see the 

infinite greatness and perfect goodness of God. (vs. 5-8)  

“Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,  

And all flesh will see it together;  

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  
6
 A voice says, “Call out.”  

Then he answered, “What shall I call out?”  

All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.  
7
 The grass withers, the flower fades,  

When the breath of the LORD blows upon it;  

Surely the people are grass.  
8
 The grass withers, the flower fades,  

But the word of our God stands forever.” 

 

We see here the frailty of men and the faithfulness of God. How 

encouraging it would be as they endured the heavy discipline of the 

Babylonians to look back to this irrevocable promise that God would 

bring deliverance and His word would stand.  

 

Regardless of how great the Babylonian’s power would be, they are 

utterly weak and transient before God. He has but to breathe on 

them, and they have vanished.  

 

Life Principle: You must live your life from the perspective that God 

is sovereign over all people regardless of their perceived power.  

This will give you the freedom to always do what is right in the eyes 

of God.  

 



In verse 9 we discover that the utter goodness of God’s word is that 

it reveals God Himself. (vs. 9-11)  

"Get yourself up on a high mountain,  

O Zion, bearer of good news,  

Lift up your voice mightily,  

O Jerusalem, bearer of good news;  

Lift it up, do not fear.  

Say to the cities of Judah,  

“Here is your God!”  
10

 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might,  

With His arm ruling for Him.  

Behold, His reward is with Him  

And His recompense before Him.  
11

 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock,  

In His arm He will gather the lambs  

And carry them in His bosom;  

He will gently lead the nursing ewes.” 

 

God will come with might and mercy. He will display His greatness 

and His gentleness as the Shepherd-King. In vs. 10 we see the 

greatness of His might ruling over the nations, and in vs. 11 we see 

the gentleness of His mercy as He tenderly embraces His children—

what a beautiful picture of the goodness and gentleness of God: “He 

will gather the lambs and carry them in His bosom; He will gently 

lead the nursing ewes.”  

 

Let me point out that there is a remarkable relationship between the 

goodness and greatness of God. His greatness is more glorious 

because of His goodness and His goodness is more glorious 

because of His greatness. In other words, God is infinitely great and 

yet in all His infinite greatness He is perfectly good; and so 

therefore, His infinite greatness is all the more glorious because all 

of His infinite power is used for good. God is perfectly good (He 

cannot get any better) and yet His goodness is all the more glorious 

because He is also infinitely great and can bring His goodness to 

bear with unparallel power and might.  

This is Your God! 

2. The greatness of God is supreme over creation and nations      

(vs. 12-18). 

 

a. The overwhelming power of God as Creator (vs. 12) 

That which to us is as vast, unmeasured, and overwhelming as 

the oceans, heavens, and mountains are held in the hollow of His 

hand. “God is supreme over nature and controls the whole 

universe with effortless ease.”
3
 

 

b. The unparalleled wisdom of God (vs. 13-14) 

All knowledge and all wisdom originates with God. There is no 

chemistry, physics, biology, mathematics, astronomy, 

psychology, sociology apart from God. It all originates from the 

mind of God and is displayed through the creation of God. Who 

informed Him of such possibilities in eternity past when He 

alone existed? All disciplines of study begin with theology 

because God is the beginning of all things. He is the 

personification of wisdom.  

 

c. The singular significance of God (vs. 15-17).  

There is incredible imagery here. In a Near Eastern market place, 

no consideration would have been given for a minute drop of 

water in a measuring bucket or a little dust on a pair of scales 

when produce was weighed.
4
 In vs. 15, that is the same 

insignificant weight that the nations carry before God.  

 

Why do we fear Babylon when they are but a speck of dust 

before the infinite Creator? 

 

He is worthy of such honor that in vs. 16 even if all the timber in 

the forest of Lebanon was used as firewood to sacrifice all the 

beasts of the forest, it would not do justice to the greatness of 

God.  
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Now comes the big question and our key verse (vs. 18), “To 

whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you 

compare with Him?”   

God is transcendent—that is, He is in a category all His own 

unmatched by any other.  

This is Your God! 

 

3. The greatness of God is supreme over idols and rulers              

(vs. 18-26). 

 

In light of what God has already revealed of His glory, it is 

absolutely absurd that one should carve a log into an image to 

worship (vs. 20). A lifeless idol has to be put up on a shelf just so 

you can see it, but vs. 22 says that God sits enthroned above the 

circle of the earth. Later in Isaiah 66:1, God says “heaven is my 

throne and earth is my footstool.”  

It is God who sits enthroned in the heavens who reduces world rulers 

to nothing in an instant. (vs. 23-24)  

“He it is who reduces rulers to nothing,  

Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless.  
24

Scarcely have they been planted,  

Scarcely have they been sown,  

Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth,  

But He merely blows on them, and they wither,  

And the storm carries them away like stubble.” 

 

Our key verse is now reiterated in vs. 25, 

“To whom then will you liken Me  

That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One.” 

 

What we are seeing here is the Preeminence of God. He is a God of 

singular, transcendent, holiness—He alone is God! And yet we bow 

down to lifeless things and little people. We get caught up in material 

worship and self-glory.  How could we settle for such insanity? 

Romans 1:25 tells us: “they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 

and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 

who is blessed forever, Amen.”  

Notice that the issue is one of worship. The depravity of sin has 

destroyed our awe of God.  Life Principle: When you fail to see God 

truthfully, you will fail to live triumphantly. The most pressing issue 

in your life is who or what you will worship.  

 

In vs. 26, not even something as heavenly and glorious as the stars 

should steal our adoration away from the Creator Himself.
5
 What we 

see here is the Providence of God: (vs. 26)  

“Lift up your eyes on high  

And see who has created these stars,  

The One who leads forth their host by number,  

He calls them all by name;  

Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power,  

Not one of them is missing.”  

This is your God! 

 

Notice the parallelism of these last two points:  

 

The greatness of God is supreme over: 

       creation (12-18)     �     idols (18-26) 

        nations (12-18)     �     rulers (18-26) 

 

The question is, who will have the ultimate allegiance of your heart?  

 

The thrust of Isaiah 40 is not just that God is capable of handling our 

circumstances, but that His glory compels us to worship Him exclusively. 

The whole purpose of Judah’s circumstances in Babylonian captivity was to 

get their worship back on God! 
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4. The goodness of God is seen in the generous blessing of His grace 

(vs. 27-31).  

 

Have you ever felt abandoned by God? Have you ever caught yourself saying 

something like vs. 27: “My way is hidden from the Lord, and the justice due 

me escapes the notice of my God?” We may feel this way at times, and yet 

this is irrational thinking. Isaiah just said in vs. 26, “He calls the stars by 

name and not one of them is missing because of the greatness of His might 

and the strength of His power!”  

 

Do you actually think that you could escape the notice of God? You may say, 

“but I am so small and insignificant amidst this vast universe that perhaps I 

could slip by unseen.” Listen, God sees every germ on your body and 

observes every molecule in your being. He knows the thoughts and intentions 

of your heart and even your deepest motivations that are unknown to you 

(Heb. 4:12-13).  

 

And yet what makes God’s greatness so glorious is that in His perfect 

knowledge He extends compassion to undeserving, rebellious people. The 

people of Judah don’t deserve anything from God. Yet through the generous, 

undeserved blessing of His grace He will give them His very strength for 

their troubled times.  

 

When vs. 31 says that “those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength,” 

it carries the sense of exchanging strength; our weakness for God’s strength. 

He gives His people His very own strength; the strength of Him who never 

grows weary or tired (vs. 28). This is your God! 

 

We are no more deserving of God’s grace than the people of Isaiah 40. Yet 

there is a greater grace that comes to us in the Lord Jesus Christ who is the 

ultimate expression of God’s glory (in Isaiah 40).  

 

When we get to the New Testament, “the voice of the one crying in 

wilderness, ‘make ready the way of the Lord’” is none other than John the 

Baptist calling us to repentance
6
 and announcing the arrival of Messiah as the 
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 Matt 3:1-3 

perfect image of God’s glory full of grace and truth (vs. 3-5).
7
 Jesus is the 

Living Word made flesh (vs. 8)
8
 and the source of our comfort who bore the 

full judgment of God’s wrath for our sin as the suffering servant of Isaiah 53 

(vs. 1-2). Jesus is the Creator,
9
 and the wisdom of God (vs. 12-14)

10
 He is the 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords who will one day rule the nations with a 

rod of iron (vs. 10, 15-17, 23-24). Jesus, the Great Shepherd, gathers us in 

His arms as our Savior and Sustainer.  

 

The opening verses of Hebrews say it best:  

 

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions 

and in many ways,  

 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of 

all things, through whom also He made the world. 

 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 

purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high 

 

This is your God! 

 

As the perfect revelation of God’s glory, Jesus Christ compels us to give Him 

the affections of our heart in exclusive worship.  

 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 40 challenge  
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